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Copy of fo much ofaLETTER from The Earl O’Neill and the 
Earl of Clancap.ty, Poftmafters General in Ireland , to his 

Grace The Lord Lieutenant ; dated 10th November 1807 • 

as relates to the Extenfion of the Buildings belonging to the 
General Post-Office in Dublin. 



THE firft point then, to which we fhould with to folicit Your Grace’s 
attention, and to which we conceive much of the irregularity and want of fyftern is 
to be afcribed, is, the ill conftru&ion and want of fpace in the Sorting and Letter 
Carriers Offices, and thofe dependent on them, and the want of fome minor 
offices and accommodation connected with the arrival and difpatch of His 
Majefty’s Mails, &c. 

It requires that a perfon Ihould have perfonally witneiled the nature of the bu- 
fmefs performed in the Sorting and Letter Carriers Offices, to be aware of the 
material confequence of ample fpace, without which it is impoffible to make a 
proper diftribution of the perlons neceffarily employed, fo as to detefit fraud and to 
promote regularity and difpatch. 

The Sorting Room in the Dublin Office is in ffiape fo ill adapted to the bufinefs 
for which it is occupied, is fo confined in point of extent, fo ill arranged and fo 
dark, that the officers on duty, even under the prefent inadequate eftablifliment, 
are confiderably interrupted and impeded in their bufinefs, and every facility is 
afforded for the plunder of the property of individuals intruded to the charge of 
the General Poft-Office. 

In addition to the extenfion of thefe Offices for the General Poft, there is like- 
wife a neceffity for fimilar Offices, though on a much finaller fcale, for the Penny 
Poft Eftablifhment ; together with an Office and the neceffary arrangements for fort- 
ing, &c. for the Englifli Mails, and management of the Government Expreffes, the 
bufinefs of which, for the purpofe of affording punctuality in the delivery and dif- 
patch of the Home Letters, we fliould propofe to feparate from the Inland 
arrangements. 

Some few Rooms will likewife be requifite for the attendance of Guards, Mef- 
fengers, &c. 

The late Poftmafter General Lord Donoughmore, in a letter written upon the 
eve of his retirement, to Sir Arthur Wellefley, ftrongly urges that the attention of 
Government Ihould immediately be directed to this point. 
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The neceffity of extending the -concerns of the General Poft-Office in moft of 
the refpedfa we have mentioned, has been long felt ; and, with the certainty that 
the bufinefs cannot be condufled with fecurity and proper difpatch without fuch 
extenlion, the Poftmafters General -conceive they cannot too forcibly prefs this 
fubjeft on Your Grace’s confideration, or urge too ftrongly the neceffity of the 'im- 
mediate authority of Government being granted for effeSing the required 
additions.. ' 

. The g round bel °t>ging to the Public at the Poft-Office is fo confined, and already 
io covered with the neceffary Offices, as not to afford (pace for the propofed exten- 
lion of the building. 

■ a- hei J er , ^ "f! be advifa! > Ie to purchafe the houfes adjoining for the purpolc of 
■erecting fuch additional Offices as may be required, or altogether to obtain ground in 
lome other convenient fituaiion whereon to build an entirely new Office, will no 
doubt be ultimately decided upon by Your Grace, with reference to which of tire 
two arrangements ihall appear moft advantageous in point of economy and public ■ 
•convenienpp. J 1 



l; pon the one hand, fcarcely any fituation for the eftablifhment of a Poft-Office 
muld.be found more eligiMe from its iocalpofition, than that whereon the prefent 

Office is placed ; and, as far as regards the main building, although more fpace 
w-ou.d certainly be defirable, and although fuch as the prefent building affords is 
not exactly diftnbuled in the manner in which, in the event of ereffing a new Office, 
we (liquid have the honour to recommend ; yet it is lbfficiently convenient, and not 
altogether ill adapted for the execution of the bufinefs. 

Again, of the ground adjacent in the rear which it would be requifite to procure 
about the half of it is occupied by the premifes of the Incorporated Society under 
Gaptam Coleman, who, we are informed, is willing to grant a leafe of it for qq 
years from the 29th September 1807, at £. 100. per annum, and a payment to 
lum of the difference between the rent now paid by the Incorporated Society, 
amounting to about £. 51. per annum, and the rent for the laft year and q half 
the whole of which payment would not exceed /. 80. 

-On the other -hand, Captain Coleman will not grant a perpetuity of his land 
or a leafe of longer duration than 99 years ; and confiderable difficulty, it is feared’ 
will be -encountered in obtaining the reft of tire land required, and which is effentia-1 
to the propofed improvements : to afeertain the fafts relating to this point, inquiries 
•arc making for Y our Grace’s further information. 

The increafed value of the premifes -on which the prefent Poft-Office is placed 
is bated to us as an argument againft continuing on the prefent fire, it beinv aliened 
that the difpofal of the land and buildings of tire a&ual Poft-Office, would go a 
confiderable length 111 reimburfing the expence of ereaing an entire new building: 
For our part, however, we do not much rely upon this argument, as it feldom per- 
haps happens, that when Government is under die neceffity of difpofing of its pro- 
perty it is able to derive much advantage from its bargains. 

With rc(pea to a new fite in the event of change, it is neceffary to ftate, that 
the Commiffioners of Wide Streets have made a propofal to convey an ample plot 
of ground in perpetuity, at the rate of£. 1. per running foot, fronting to Carlifie 
Bridge, and occupying the whole length of D’Olier Street; a fituation very 
Office ^ at a lnfen ° r< m p01nt of loca %> to that occupied by the prefent Poft- 
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And we have Iikewife to add that, in the event of change, the Public will ftili 
'continue, during the ereffion of the new Office, to receive the benefit of havin. 
■the .bufmeft -conneM with the Poftage of its Letters condufted in the exiftinS 
'-Office; which could not, without increafed confufion, be the cafe, if an extenfion 
-of the prelent building ihould be determined on. 



We are however, upon the whole, inclined to think, that if ground can be ob- 
tamed at any reafonable rate, adjacent to the prefent concerns of the Poft-Officc 
-and Efficiently extenfive for tire proper enlargement of the buildin®, fo as to 
furmfh the reqmfite accommodation, it will be preferable to remain upon the pre- 
fent fite, rather than by -changing incumber the Public Revenue w-ith the charne of 
an entire new Office. 6 




drill i Office, 

May loth 180S. 



A true Extract, 



C. IV. Flint. 
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